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ENVIRONMENT WEATHER & CLIMATE

Land wildlife and vegetation in the

I aldives are limited in terms of
bio-diversity.ii owever, this aspect
is overshadowed by the abundant
marine flora and fauna to be

found in the I aldives. The month
of June 2011 even sawd aa Atoll

of the I aldives being declared a
I ESCI X orlds iosphered.eserve.
The | aldives is home to over 2,000
species of fish ranging from reef
fishto | antarays, | oray Eels, reef
sharks and to the majestic whale
shark. These marine eco-systems
are both extremely vibrant and
extremely fragile at the same time.
Their vulnerability was made clearly
evident by the nation-wide coral
bleaching incident caused by the
Elf ifio (An unusual warming of the
surface water) of 1998. Furthermore,
global warming and rampant
pollution are becoming greater
threats to the environment of the

I aldives.

The I aldives enjoys a tropical
climate and has two distinct
seasons; the dry season, known

as the “Iruvai” I onsoon (| ortheast

1 onsoon) - April tol ecember,

and the wet season or f ulhangu”

I onsoon (Southwest I onsoon) -

I ayto| ovember. The dry season,
as the name suggests, is a period of
regular sunshine with little or no rain
showers. This is also the best season
for scuba diving. The wet season

is a period in which the whole of

I aldives experiences torrential rain
showers which includes thunder
storms. This is the best season for
surfing due to good swells and wave
generation. The wet season does
offer periods of sunshine similar to
balmy days you would experience
during the dry season, as | aldives
enjoys year long sunshine. The
temperature normally ranges from

23°C-31°C.

()

LOCATION & GEOGRAPHY

The I aldives consists approximately
1,190 coral islands clustered in a chain
of 26 atolls in the Indian | cean. The
atolls are scattered along the north-
south direction with an area covering
roughly 90,000kmz2.1 owever, only 1%
of this surface area consists of land.
The nation lies between latitudes 07°
06"S and 08° 00" | , and longitudes
72° 32"

and 73° 46'E.



Moaldivien
History

Ancient I aldivian history is rich and diverse in events infused
with mythological elements and folklore. Archaeological
records also reveal that people had settled in the | aldives
over 5000 years ago most probably being of Indian,
Sri Lankan and Arab origin.

5.

Conversion to Islam

1.

1st <.oman manual of
Cenmry navigationd eriplus | ari,
AD Erihraei mentions of the
islands

# istorical Chinese ocuments records the
I aldivian King sending gifts to the Chinese
Emperor Kao-Tsung of Tangi ynasty

2.

nd
Cen[ury S eference of the islands by
AD 9 tolemy in his geography

7

Liberation from3 ortuguese
control

S.oman historian records visit
of delegation bearing gifts to 362 AD
Emperor Julian

9 rotectorate Agreement
Signed with thed ritish

6.

9 ortuguese
Invasion

8.

I alabar Invasion establishing
1752 a 3 month rule
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Inception of the I aldivian Tourism
Industry, first island resorts developed,
arrival of first tourists

_ 16.

\ The thirdS.epublic (Election of
1978 I aumoon Abduli) ayyoon as
thed resident)

14.

End of the 853 year old | onarchy, 1968
start of the second<.epublic (Election
of Ibrahim | asir asq resident)

The fourthd.epublic (Election of
I ohamed | asheed as theq resident) 2008

10.

First Constitution
Enacted

13.

) ained Independence from
1065 thed ritish

Establishment of the first3.epublic
(Election of I ohamed Amin( idi 17.
as theq resident)

Failed Coup attempt by hired
Tamil mercenaries @ LI TE)
lead by 2

I aldivian businessmen

/

~ _18.

Ell iffo,# idespread
destructive coral bleaching

=)

12.

Failure of the first3.epublic, Sultanate 1954
Sesumed with I uhammad Fareed o [
I idi taking the throne Tsunamil isaster 2004
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Photography | Ahmed Shuau

P | THE MALDIVIAN PEOPLE ARE
eo p e AFRIENDLY FOLK THAT HAS
ANCESTRAL ROOTS OF SR
LANKAN, AFRICAN, INDIAN, ARAB
Oca U Ur AND PORTUGUESE ORIGIN. THE
MALDIVIAN CULTURE IS HEAVILY
INFLUENCED BY SRI LANKAN, INDIAN AND AFRICAN ELEMENTS, FOR EXAMPLE “BODU
BERU” - A FORM OF MALDIVIAN FOLK MUSIC CONSISTING OF DRUMMING IS LINKED
TO AFRICAN TRIBAL DRUMMING RITUALS. FOLK MUSIC, DANCE, ARTS AND CRAFTS

THOUGH BEING SIMILAR TO THOSE OF OUR IMMEDIATE NEICHBOURS AND THE
AFRICAN AND ARAB WORLD, HAS A UNIQUE MALDIVIAN TINGE AND TWIST TO IT.

LANGUAGE

The official language of the | aldives isi hivehi, an Indo- Thaana is said to be introduced by the reign of I ohamed
Aryan language having some similarities with Sinhala. Thakurufaanu. English is considered the second language
The first known script used to write 0 hivehi is “Eveyla and the | aldivian education system has been following
Akuru” script which is found in historical recording of thed ritish Standard since the 1960's. It can be said that
kings. Later a script called I hives Akuru” was introduced most | aldivians are quite fluent and adept at the English
and used for a long period. The present-day written language.

script is called “Thaana” and is written from right to left.

Above from left to right:

|Couple relaxing in their traditional I aldivian hut

|t hvalhu gondi- A game played by two people using a board carved from wood and cowrie shells
Opposite page from left to right:

J omen in the islands gets together outside their homes to prepare food while socializing with the neighbors

|I' en making coir rope from coconut husks. Children come to help and participate with the proces

~ Destination MALDIVES 2012

Photography | Ahmed Shuau



LIFESTYLE

The traditional I aldivian family consisted of a patriarch
who earned a living primarily by fishing. Carpentry,
seamanship, tapping toddy and boat-building are also
traditional professions some men pursued. The woman
normally stayed at home and took care of the children
and other household duties. She was also responsible
for activities like drying the fish and smoking the fish for
commercial use. Some women also engaged in activities
like mat weaving and making coir rope. There was very

much a close-knit communal atmosphere to the islands.

# owever after the 1970's which ushered in a new era

of rapid modernisation, urbanisation, industrialisation

and the growth of tourism had brought about significant
changes to the lifestyle and professions of the locals. | ost
I aldivian people now pursue modern professions in both
the private sector and public sector. Employment in the
construction industry, tourism industry and the service
sector has boomed with higher concentrations in | ale’

(capital), commercial and business centre of the nation.

(o)

Photography | Ahmed Shuau

CULTURAL MUSIC & DANCE

The I aldivian people are a friendly folk that has ancestral
roots of Sri Lankan, African, Indian, Arab andi ortuguese
origin. The I aldivian culture is heavily influenced by

Sri Lankan, Indian and African elements. For example

4 odud eru” - aform of I aldivian folk music consisting of
drumming is linked to African tribal drumming rituals. Folk
music, dance, arts and crafts though being similar to those
of our immediate neighbours and the African and Arab

world has a unique | aldivian tinge and twist to it.

Dhandi Jehun Similar to Langiri, in which each dancer
holds a 90 cm long stick. The sticks are beaten against
those of a partner while continuously dancing to the
rhythm of the music.3 erformers commonly wear sarongs,
t-shirts, white head cloths, a sash around their waist and

white under-garments

<+ Bandiyaa Jehun This dance has roots in India and

is performed exclusively by women. The dancers keep
time to the rhythm of a metal pot with the metal rings on
their fingers.l owadays, drums, harmonicas and other

instruments are utilised.

13
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Bodu Beru is a form of folk music with roots stretching
as far as East Africa. An ensemble consisting of 15 - 20
people performd odud eru which includes 3 - 4 drummers
and a lead singer. Some members also play a bell and an
“onugandu” (a small piece of bamboo with small grooves
which produces sharp sounds). This is the most popular
form of traditional I aldivian music with recent annual
national competitions also being held in the month of

Y.amazan. | any resorts have weekly § odud eru” nights so

that visitors can also take part in this tradition..

Maafathi Neshun This ‘| eshun” (translation: i ance)

is similar to Langiri, but is performed by women wearing
the national dress. This is a group dance in which women
dance in two rows of ten. Each dancer has a 1 meter long
semi-circular string decorated with artificial flowers. They
hold these strings and dance in different style in small

rows or groups of two or three.

Destination MALDIVES 2012

Photography | Mohamed Sifah

TRADITIONAL FOOD
The traditional food of I aldivians not surprisingly is based
around fish, tuna to be more specific and coconuts. ¥ hite
rice and “roshi” (a flour based flat-bread) are staple items.
Fish is normally consumed smoked, fried, barbequed,
roasted, etc.| ne of the most popular local dishes
‘I arudhiya” is also a soup made from tuna. I oreover tuna
is also consumed in the form of a curry along with the
staple items. | ther items include “rihaakuru” which is a fish
paste made from cooking “garudhiya” over a long period
of time and “mas huni” - diced smoked tuna mixed with
lime, onions, pepper and coconut. for local consumption.
Sweets range from “addu bondi” - think bounty without
the chocolate, “dhiya hakuru”, “karu hakuru”, etc which
are all coconut based sweets. Traditional beverages
include “Toddy” - aged coconut sap and plain coconut sap.
I aldivian snacks consist of fried breadfruit and a range of
fried spicy and sweet items called  edhi Kaa” - short-eats.
9 opular items include “gulha”, “bajiyaa” and “boakibaa’.
1 o look forward to savouring and sampling some of these

items at your selected resort or liveaboard.



ARTS & CRAFTS

The I aldives is famous for its intricately designed and
crafted lacquer works (The majority of these pieces are
now produced ind aa Atoll, Thulhaadhoo. These pieces
which include jewellery boxes, containers, and vases are
crafted by moulding and hollowing out pieces of wood
which is locally known as Liye Laa Jehun. Colours consist
of strands of red, black and yellow resin and patterns are

normally of a floral nature.

Additionally mat weaving (thundu kunaa), coir rope
making, pyrography and calligraphy are well known
traditional | aldivian arts.i owever, their prominence is at
a decline in recent times due to rapid modernisation and

urbanisation and simply a lack of demand.

Photography | Zebra Cross Library

Photography | Ahmed Shuau

FESTIVALS

Ramadan This is the holiest month of all for I uslims
and normally falls on the ninth month of the lunar
calendar. This is a month consisting of 29 or 30 days of
fasting. The normal flow of life is altered with working
hours altered being cut short significantly. Traditional
games also take centre stage at night with an increase in

camaraderie between neighbours and households.

<z Kuda Eid (Eid-Ul-Fitr)

This day marks the end ofd.amadan and begins with an
early “ENl " morning prayer. Feasts are prepared at each
household with neighbours, friends and family being
invited. The eid lasts for 3 days with celebrations, dances,
music and traditional and modern sports being played.
This includes the national 8 aibalaa” (a sport similar to

Kabaddi) tournament being played in the capital

Bodu Eid (Eid-UI-Al' H'aa) The longer of the Ell ’s,

this occasion falls on the holy month when I uslims are
completing thell ajjd rayers. This is a time for celebrations
and feasting for those staying back. Traditional sports,
music and dance go hand in hand with modern sports and

music at this time.

Above from left to right:

| I en performing the traditional dance 1 handi Jehun’

¥ omen performing the traditional dance 1 handi Jehun’

| Vases crafted and designed by using the method known locally
as 'Liye Laa jehun’ | Cooking ‘rihaakuru’ in the old style kitchen

15
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Photography | Mohamed Riyaz

: Independance day The 26th of July 1966 marks the date
in which I aldives was liberated (from protectorate status)
fromd ritish rule. This day is now marked annually with
floats (exclusive to the capital), parades and celebrations

across the nation.

RELIGION

I aldives is a 100% Islamic nation. owever, the country
was ad uddhist state prior to mass conversion in 1153 Al .
Archaeological evidence also confirms the existence of
sun worshippers and other pagan practitioners in ancient
times.

Conversion to Islam is linked to a mythical story which the
locals refer to as the S.annamaari” story. The tale speaks
of a sea monster, which the locals refer to as % .annamaari”
that terrorised the capital every full moon. The people in
order to appease the monster and to prevent rampant
killings offered a sacrificial virgin maiden to feed on.
Atravelling I oroccan Islamic scholar named Abu- al

4 arakaathd |8 arbary was responsible for slaying the
Y.annamaari” through the recitation of verses from the

| uran. The legend states that Abu-al§ arakaath made

a stop-over in | aldives during a routine voyage and
stayed with a local family.# e was made aware of the
Y.annamaari” and the sacrifices along with other local
traditions by the family.# e was also informed by the family

that their daughter was chosen for the next upcoming

Destination MALDIVES 2012

sacrifice which made Abu-ald arakaath formulate a plan
to save her.! nthe sacrificial day he disguised himself as
a girl taking the place of his host's daughter and stayed at
the altar near the beach built for the sacrifice.t e started
to recite the | uran upon seeing the monster surface
from the ocean. The vibrations and spiritual power of

his recitation killed the S.annaamaari” sending it back to
the depths of the ocean. The King along with the locals
arrived the next morning to the altar only to find the

I oroccan still reciting the | uran. This miracle astonished
and bewildered the King and after listening to Abu-al

4 arakaath’s story issued an official decree ordering all

I aldivians to convert to Islam. Abu-al8 arakaath’s body

now rests in the tomb known as “’I edhu Ziyaariay” which

can be found in the capital I ale’.

Sufic sects have also been known to have existed and
operated after conversion and they have been linked to
the construction of tombs next to mosques.t owever,
no such sect exists in the modern day and the country

comprises of solely Sunni I uslims.

Above from left to right:
I aali| eshun - celebrating Eid |

I osque |



i Be an
Environmentally
Conscious
Tourist

Itis no secret that the | aldives has a significant chance of
submerging in the future due to rising sea levels caused
by global warming. Sadly, the need and mechanisms of
industrial and technological development has contributed
immensely to the great environmental catastrophes
which have occurred and are currently taking place
across the world. The I aldivian eco-system is no different
with man-made activities such as over-fishing, pollution,
coral mining, etc posing as great threats to its longevity
and sustainability.¥"ith unavoidable destructive natural
phenomena such as the El| ifio of 1998 which lead to
widespread nation-wide coral bleaching and the Tsunami
of 2004 which internally displaced thousands of people,
there is an ever greater need to minimise man’s negative
impact on the environment. | atural disasters cannot be

avoided, but man-made ones can be.

Therefore we respectfully call upon all visitors to respect
our natural eco-systems and to become environmentally
pro-active and conscious tourists.f elp us preserve this

paradisiacal land for future generations.

X"e are only recommending that you follow simple
guidelines during your stay. These include abstaining

from throwing rubbish onto the beach, lagoons and the
open sea (especially cigarette butts and plastic bags),
following responsible diving and snorkelling practices
such as not touching or removing the corals for personal
use and refraining from chasing or touching the marine life
as well (in essence being passive divers and snorkelers),

conserving water and electricity, etc.

X"e would also wish for you to check with the resorts and
liveaboards whether they are following environmentally
friendly practices such as proper waste management,
sewage management, recycling, etc and if not to discuss it
with them or at least bring to their attention that you would

prefer such systems being put in place.

Photography | Shutterstock

(o)
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Conservation

Protected
slands,

Marine Areas,
Dive Sites &
Species

SUSTAINING AND CONSERVING
THE FRAGILE ECO-SYSTEMS
OF THE MALDIVES HAS

BEEN BOOSTED BY

OFFICIAL GOVERNMENTAL
RECOGNITION WHICH HAS
BEEN TRANSLATED INTO
CLASSIFICATION OF CERTAIN
ISLANDS, MARINE AREAS, DIVE
SITES AND SPECIES AS BEING
PROTECTED.

THE FOLLOWING ACTIVITIES ARE BANNED
AT THESE AREAS:

Anchoring (except in an emergency)

Coral and sand mining <

1 umping Trash (applicable to the whole of | aldives)

S~emoval of any natural object or living creatures

Fishing except if the traditional live bait fishing method is utilised <
Any other activity which may cause damage to the area or its

associated marine life

~ Destination MALDIVES 2012

Photography | Oxbow



PROTECTED ISLANDS:

: anifu @ aa Atoll)

Photography | Brian Knutsen

:i ithadhoo () aafu Alif Atoll)
<:H urashdoo (Alif Alif Atoll/Ari Atoll -] orth)

(o)

PROTECTED MARINE SPECIES:

9 rohibited from killing, catching and collection,

extraction and exportation:

Triton shells <

I olphins

4 erried Female Lobsters and those less than 25cm in total length <
X hales i

Turtles <

| apoleon rasse <

X hale Shark ::

Photography | Kurt Amsler

) iant Clams

4 lack Coral @

Sharks <

19
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THE 35 PRTOTECTED MARINE AREAS (INCLUDES DIVE SITES):

ALIFU ALIFU ATOLL (ARI ATOLL - NORTH)
<: Faruhuruvalhid eyru (I adivaru)

<z Karibeyru Thila

<z Kudarah Thila @ ink Shark Thila)

<:1 aaya Thila (I agau Thila)

<x 1 ushimasmigili Thila (Fish#i ead)

£x1 rimas Thila

ALIFU DHAAL ATOLL (ARI ATOLL - SOUTH)

<x 1 aamigili

BAA ATOLL

<:0 higalit aa#t orubadhoo Thila
:f anifarud ay

<: Anga Faru

<11 endhoo (I ibiligaa Area)

:) oidhoo Koaru

x| aahuravalhi

<:4 athalaa

x| athufarull uraa

<z Corbin ShipX¥reck

20 Destination MALDIVES 2012

DHAALU ATOLL

<+ Fushi Kandu
FAAFU ATOLL

< Filitheyo Kandu

KAAFU ATOLL (MALE’ ATOLL)

<30 hekunu Thilafalhuge I iyaruvani
(Lion'st ead)

<+ Emboodhoo Kandu ! lhi
(Emboodhoo Channel)

:) aathugiri/Ad'dhashugiri ¢ anana
S eef)

<+) iraavaru Kudat aa

<) ulhifalhu/Kollavani (f an'st ass
9 lace, KikiS.eef, i ragon’s | outh)
¢:) uraidhoo Kandul |hi (¢ uraidhoo
Channel)

< Lankan Thila (I assimo Thila/

9 aradise S.ockA lue Caves/VirginS.eef/

4 lue Shadow)

<31 akunudhoo Kandu !l |hi
(I akunudhoo Channel)
<x9.asfari Faru

< Thamburudhoo Thila ¢ 9 S.eef)

LHAVIYANI ATOLL

<+ Fushifaru Kandu

< Kureddhoo Kandu | |hi
(Kuredu Express)

MEEMU ATOLL
: Lhazikuraadi ¢ akura Thila)

RAA ATOLL
< Vilingili Thila (Anemone City)

VAAVU ATOLL
x| iyaru Kandu (I hevana Kandu)

: Vattaru Kandu
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BANNED FISHING METHODS:

I se of dynamite or explosives

I se of guns or any other such devises to catch fish

I se of chemicals to collect or catch fish <

I se of scuba gear to collect sea cucumber and lobsters

BANNED FROM EXPORT:

o Eels

PROTECTED BIRDS:

3¢ hite tern
X himbrel

lossy Ibis

Yellow¥ agtail
<: Treed ipit
<:3.ed-Throatedd ipit

: Catlle Egret

uddy Turnstone

reyd lover

i Common<.inged

£

lover
7: Kentishd lover

<z Lesser Sand? lover

reater Sandd lover

acificd oldend lover

lack# eadedi ull
19 allas’sd ull
i Curlew Sandpiper

: Commonid reenshank

<:8 lack-Tailedd odwit

arsh Sandpiper

: Jack Snipe
lack-4"inged Stilt
<z Crabd lover
<14 esternd.eef Egret

lacky ittern

ellowd ittern

aldivian Littlet eron

aldiviand ondt eron

<z Central | aldiviantt eron

askedd ooby

:4 rownd ooby

ed-footedd ooby

arganey
< Ferruginousd ochard

<) orthern Shoveler

urplet eron

:§ lack-crowned | ightf eron:

obster | eat
: Trochus shells

igeye scad under 6"

kates and rays

29 earl | ysters

<z All types of corals (except organ pipe coral)

19 uffer fish

2:8 lackll eadedHt eron

: Eurasian Spoonbill

Lesserid oldend lover

£ Spot-billedd elican
) reater Flamingo
<34 ilson’s Storm-petrel

<34 atercock

i ouse Sparrow

) reat Egret

¢z Caspian Tern

<z Common | oorhen
<: 1 aldivian¥ aterfi en

<) ortherntl ouse | artin

<x Common Coot

34 hiskered Tern

iz Lesser Crested Tern

<) reat Crested Tern

i: Sooty Tern

<:X edge-Tailed Shearwater

<19 arrot fish

Il types of bait fish

< Audubon’s Shearwater

.+ Flesh-Footed

Shearwater

: Saunders's Tern

3X¢ hite-Tailed

Tropicbird

reat Frigatebird

<:) ulld illed Tern
:8 lack{ aped Tern
2+ Lesser| oddy

rown | oddy

ridled Tern

q.oseate Tern

Common Tern
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Essential &

Useful Info

ARRIVAL & IMMIGRATION
| o prior visa arrangements are
required but each visitor must have
a passport valid for more than six

months.

The airport of your arrival to the
I aldives is Ibrahim| asir International

Airport. You will need to fill in a landing

Photography | Oxbow

TO & FROM AIRPORT
The capital city (I ale’) is located on a
separate island from the airport island.

Your will need to take a small (local

ferry) called “dhoni” across to the capital,

which takes around 15 minutes, to arrive

from the airportto I ale’. These Ferris's
arrive and depart every 15 minutes.

These local ferries chargeS.ufiyaa for a

CUSTOMS

In accordance with the Law of
Customs of I aldives, the following
items are:

PROHIBITED

d.eligious materials offensive
to Islam
i Idols (for worship)

2w 7 ornographic material

\ | arcotics and psychotropic
“\substances

6 Live pigs

RESTRICTED (FOR PERSONAL IMPORT)

& Arms and ammunition
LT Alcohol and spirits

E 9 ork and its by-products

R(l ogs

card, which should be distributed by ~ one-way crossing and accept bothl Si

QNP 1 angerous animals

the crew of your flight. Alternatively, ($1 per person) and local currency just

you can find the cards immediately in case you haven't changed currency at
before immigration booths. To the airport. Taxis are normally available
obtain immigration clearance, it is a at the jetty of your arrival and will charge
requirement to indicate [in the landing a flat fee of 203.ufiyaa per trip (though
card] an address or provide proof that  from 12.00 midnight to 06:00am it is

you have a booking at a hotel/resort.  raised to 259 ufiya per trip, plus an
additional 5. ufiyaa if you place bags

inthe boot).

LOCAL CURRENCY

I aldives has a non-convertible currency; therefore, I aldivians.ufiyaa (I \A&./I S.F) cannot be purchased beforehand. I ajor
international currencies can be changed at the airport on arrival or in the capital. Thell SI $ is accepted as legal tender
and its exchange rate fluctuates between 12.75 to 15.42 to a dollar. The exchange rates for other currencies vary daily (visit

http://www.bankofmaldives.com.mv/InformationA ages/rates.aspx for latest updates on exchange rates).

The currency exists in the following bank notes: 5, 10, 20, 50, 100, and 500 and in the following coins: 1 2 1 \A. as well as
25 50 laaris.
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MAIN CULTURAL
CONSIDERATION

The prime advice is: listen and observe.
I any of theX estern concepts lack
reality once you are in | aldives, and
likewise many views held in theX est
need to be carefully considered before

embarking on major discussions.

I aldivian government officials dress
rather formally in the office, with men
wearing long sleeve shirts and ties, and
ladies wearing long sleeve blouses and
trousers. Shorts that expose the leg
above the knee are to be avoided by
both men and women, as are revealing
dresses, halter-tops, see-through

gear, minis, etc. Although you will

CLOTHING

see plenty of them in I ale’, worn by
tourists, such attire is still not accepted
by the older generation or island
communities. Therefore, comfortable
but not too revealing style of clothing is

recommended.

The capital is long used toX# estern
tourists passing through en-route to the

luxurious resorts.

9 eoplein | ale’ show a lot of tolerance
to the often scantily dressed foreigners
who spill off tour boats, but as in any

I uslim country these displays are
offensive and tend to attract a lot of
unwanted attention from local men. The

same tolerance cannot be assumed on

BANKING

the islands, where more care must be
taken, especially by female delegates
and visitors, to avoid causing offence
and unconsciously provoking unwanted

attention from male islanders.

For women, a more conservative
approach to clothes (blouses or t-shirts
that cover the shoulders and skirts or
shorts that cover the knees) attract

far less attention on the streets than
miniskirts and vest tops, and for this
reason the latter should not be worn,
apart from when visiting resort islands.
Likewise, men should try and wear

4 ermuda’ type shorts and shirts that
cover the shoulders on the islands and

in the capital.

) iven the limited variation in temperature, only lightweight
clothing should be brought to the | aldives.

X "e also recommend that you dress modestly and refrain
from wearing bikini's and bathing suits while in the capital
and other inhabited islands as the I aldives is a 100%

Islamic nation.

All major credit cards can be used (and are often preferred)
at resorts, hotels, shops, travel agents, etc. The I AL has
maintained a fixed exchange rate against the dollar. 1 ost
restaurants and shops will acceptll SI $ in payment,
providing change in

local currency.

PERSONAL HEALTH

Sensible precautions should be taken to avoid
sunburn and dehydration.! n arrival and when
travelling in the I aldives, stick to bottled mineral

water.

Though infectious diseases are under control, dengue
fever is common, especially on the islands. I ost
medicines are available in | aldives, there are two
hospitals on the main island, I ale’. The hospitals

can treat non-trauma injuries, but any severe injuries
requiring specialist attention would need to be referred
abroad. There are also dental facilities available and

you can seek advise on the ones for specific needs.
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COMING HERE
A ith the recent opening and
operation ofi an International Airport
located in the southernmost atoll

of the I aldives, visitors now have

a choice of arriving either at this

new airport or at Ibrahim | asir
International Airport located on the
island offf ulhule’.#i owever, we
recommend that you choosei an
International Airport only if your
selected resort such as Shangri-La’s
VillingiliS.esort and Spa (just minutes
from the airport) is located in the
Southernmost Atolls.¥"e recommend
that you choose lbrahim | asir
international Airport as your flight
destination if you're going to stay in
aresort located in the central and
northern atolls. Furthermore, this

airport should also be your flight

Destination MALDIVES 2012

destination if you've selected a
liveaboard (safari) and opted to cruise
instead as these vessels normally

dock nearby.

European travellers can choose to
arrive on frequent charter flights
operating from major European
cities or on scheduled flights which
normally connectto I ale’ vial oha

and( ubai.

Travellers from South-east Asia can
catch daily flights from Singapore and
Kuala Lumpur.S.egular flights also
operate from cities liked angkok and

Jakarta.

1 - 3flights operate daily from our
nearest neighbour Colombo. Frequent

flights also operate from Trivandrum

andé angalore if your place of origin

is India.

GENERAL SECURITY

I ale’, is a relatively crime-free city.
 owever, petty crime does exist
though minimal as it may be - so it
pays to be careful. Females may find
themselves stared at very often: in the
marketplace, tourism spots, etc. Avoid
taking offence to this: in all likelihood
(unless you are not observing the
standard dress code), it may be out

of curiosity.

TRANSFER

) etting to your selected resort or
liveaboard is a pretty straightforward
affair. Aimost all of the resorts and
liveaboards offer an airport welcome

and collection service. You can either



take a sea plane or a speedboat to
get to the resort (such arrangements
will normally be taken care of by the
resort).f owever, if you prefer to fly
on a sea plane, you could request
the resort to make such a booking.
Liveaboards are normally docked

ath ulhumale’ (a reclaimed island)
north-east of I ale’ International
Airport. It takes just 10-15 minutes by

boat to get to your selected vessel.

COMMUNICATION

I aldives has a very efficient
landline and mobile telephone
system that operates effectively
throughout the country. The office
and hotel telephone lines have
Subscribers Trunki ialling (STI )/
International | irectl ialling (I 0 )

facilities. There are two major private

telecommunications and internet
providers in the | aldives named

‘Yl hiraagu” and ¢ ataniya”. You can
purchase a pre-paid Sl from either
one on your visit to make cheap local
calls re-paid internet cards are also
available, but most resorts and hotels
facilitate broadband internet access

to visitors.

RESORT OR LIVEABOARD?
Visitors can either choose to stay in a
resort or cruise on a liveaboard (safari)

during their stay in the I aldives.

1 epending on your financial resources,

you could even opt to spend half of
your trip in a resort and the other half

on a liveaboard (safari).

1 o note that prices for resorts vary

depending on their size, facilities,

luxury status, etc.8 ookings can
be made from travel operators

and travel agents to capitalise on

(o)

package deals. ! irect bookings
can also be made with the resort
either through website or by
communicating directly with them.
9 rices for cruising on liveaboards
also vary but are more uniform
across the spectrum than resorts.
Liveaboards offer either surfing or
diving packages that can be booked
from a tour operator/travel agent
or even direct from the liveaboard

operators.
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Useful Numbers

DIVE RELATED EMERGENCIES
HYPERBARIC CHAMBERS
4 andost yperbaric Chamber (I r. AhmedX¥ afir).......... 7771392
Sun Island it yperbaric Chamber.........ic: 6680088
Kuramathi Island<.esort 6660160

Kuredu IslandS.esort (I . Ahmed) .7901754/6620337

Kandoludhoo IslandS.esort 7773485

i Shangri-la VillingiliS.esort and Spa........c...cooicid 6897888

SEA PLANE SERVICE

TI A-Trans | aldivian Airway: 3315201

26

i 1 AT -1 aldivian Air Taxi 3325708

MEDICAL (HOSPITALS) |
D UH 3336658 i

: Al Kii ospital........... 3320436

Transportation

Taxi Service - (cost =4.f. 20
per trip,a-f. 5 extra for luggage
carried and<.f.25 per trip
between the hours 12.00am -

6.00am)

0 ial Cab....rccnes 3323131
1 ial Services........... 3313130

Destination MALDIVES 2012

Fine TaXi.....cc. 3321414
SPEEDBOAT SERVICE B TaKrrrr 3321919
Sirius Speedboat Service 3315333 ...3322122
Souvenir | arine 3317449 Loyal TaXi.....w. 3325656
1 7CC 3322025 | ew TaXi.we 3325757
X-Speed | arine 7932534 Qasal TaxXi..e.n. 3329292
Sun Travels and Tours 3325977 Segal Taxi... 3321313

H Sharu Launch 3318808
BANKING BUSINESS DIRECTORY
4 ank of I aldives. 3322948 Yellowd ages.......... 3336658
Stated ank of India 3312111
i SiC 3330770
t abibd ank 3322948
4 ank of Ceylon 3323045
I auritius Commerciald ank 3305656

H I aldives Islamicé ank 3325555
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Things to do
in the Maldives

;N‘ SNORKELING

Snorkelling in the I aldives does not
require you to possess any specific
qualification. Snorkelling is perfect for
exploring the house reefs of resorts
at a leisurely pace; however the dive
centres also provide boat trips to
different spots if you want to see and
explore different sites. Liveaboards,
though mostly offering dive and surf
packages also offer snorkelling trips,
so check with your tour operator/
travel agent for rates, timings and

other details.

Z WATER SPORTS

9 ara-sailing, jet-skiing, wake-boarding,
water-skiing, catamaran sailing,
canoeing, wind-surfing, kite surfing, etc
are all fun-filled water based activities
to indulge in at your selected resorts.

I any resorts have water sports
centres with professional instructors
and guides that also offer courses

of different levels for water sports

requiring skill and ability such as wind- :

surfing and wake-boarding.

SURFING

I aldives boasts of a number of good surfing spots which includes the

famous 9 astad oint”, ‘i onkys", “Sultans”, “Jailbreaks’, etc found in the | orth-

I ale Atoll and “Shangri-la”, “Zubair's”, “Kottey”, etc found in the Addu Atoll

(Southernmost) as well as spots like “Tiger Stripes”, “Love Charms”, etc found

intt uvadhoo Atoll. Thaa and Laamu Atoll are also home to good surf spots. If

you wish to explore a wide range of surf breaks, we suggest that you book a

surf package from a liveaboard (safari) as they will normally cruise to different

spots per trip.fi owever, if you wish to stay in a resort and want to catch a

good wave, resorts such as “Chaaya Island | honvelid.esort” (home to 9 asta

9 oint”) and # udhuranfushi IslandS.esort” (home to “Lohi's”) among others are

perfect destinations. Surfing season begins in | ay and ends inl ecember.
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DIVING

The I aldives is renowned the

: world over as one of the top dive

destinations in the world. The country

is home to over a thousand beautiful

i reefs boasting of an abundant and

diverse range of marine life and flora
and fauna. Almost all of the resorts
haved Al | certified dive centres
housing experiencedd Al | Instructors

andl Al 11 ivemasters that will cater to

¢ all your scuba diving requirements.

Famous dive spots include
“I ushimasmingili Thila” (Fisht ead),
‘I aaya Thila” (I nce voted as the best

night diving spot in the world), “Lankan

{1 anta? oint’, 8 anana<.eef’, “I aldives

Victory”, “I aalhos Thila”, etc.



Bm"xtb WHALE SUBMARINE

The whale submarine is capable of carrying a
maximum of 50 passengers and reaching depths
up to 150 metres though it normally goes and stays
at depths between 10m - 40m as this is the range in
which coral growth and fish life are abundant. The
whale submarine operates from the capital | ale’
and is docked near to the capital.§ ookings can be
made directly from their office located in I ale’ or
from your selected resort. rices for adults range
aroundll S$75 andl S$38 for children. iscounts

maybe available for group bookings.

i PHOTO FLIGHTS

These are aerial flights presenting

you the opportunity to gaze over the
islands from above by sea plane.
Some selected resorts organize group
photo flights and private flights upon
request. You could also book your own
photo flight by contacting either offices
of the two sea plane carriers “Trans

I aldivian Airways” or “l aldivian Air

Taxi”

ﬁ BIG-GAME FISHING
I aldivian resorts as well as private
charter operations offer big-game
fishing trips. Adrenaline junkies can
savour that feeling of hooking a large
yellow-fin tuna, wahoo, marlin or a
majestic sail-fish on such trips. There
are no local laws that stipulate the
mandatory release of big-game fish
after catching and often the catch are
taken back to the resort for a I aldivian

styled 8 | .

!E NIGHT FISHING

| ight fishing is a much more leisurely
affair than big-game fishing. Almost all
of the resorts offer regular night-fishing
trips or you could even book a trip
from a private charter operation.S.ed
snappers (locally known as the tastiest
reef fish around), groupers, grunts, etc
are worthy and formidable catches.

| o remember to release endangered

species such as sharks if caught.

ﬁEXCURSIONS (ISLAND HOPPING)

An island hopping excursion lets you visit a set number of inhabited islands, uninhabited islands or resorts in a day for

general exploratory purposes. | ostly package combinations of visiting one inhabited island, one uninhabited island

and one resort per day-trip are offered by resorts.t owever, you could request a change in the itinerary from the resort

to customise the excursion to suit your preferences. Some excursions are also specific to visiting the capital I ale’ for

spending the day. Excursion packages included 8 | lunches on the beach, fishing, etc. 107

Things to do
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Photography | Ahmed Shuau
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Above:

| Male’ City - the capital of Maldives
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Male
City Guide

MALE’ IS THE CAPITAL OF THE
MALDIVES. THE CITY IS HOME TO
OVER A 100,000 INHABITANTS
THAT INCLUDES BOTH
MALDIVIANS AND EXPATRIATE
WORKERS. IT HAS A LAND AREA
OF APPROXIMATELY 4 SQ KM. IT
IS 1.7 KM IN LENGTH 1.0 KM IN
TERMS OF WIDTH. THEREFORE
GETTING AROUND IS A PRETTY
EASY AND STRAIGHTFORWARD
AFFAIR (PLAN WALKING),
THOUGH YOU WILL FIND QUITE
A NUMBER OF TAXI'S, BUSES
AND MOTOR VEHICLES SUCH
AS CARS AND MOTOR-CYCLES
USED BY RESIDENTS OPERATING
ON THE ROADS. THE ROADS ARE
MADE UP OF BRICKS UNLIKE TAR
WHICH YOU WILL FIND IN MOST
URBAN CITIES.



Male’ is the commercial hub of the nation and is home to the main
governmental offices, private sector offices, multi-national corporations’
branches, main branches of banks, the port, etc. It is a vibrant and busy city
which perfectly captures the transition of traditional Maldivian lifestyles
into the modern era while retaining traditional family values and traditional
elements of folk music, dance and recreation, traditional food, etc.

WHERE TO STAY

I ale’is home to quite a number of hotels, guest houses
and inns.4 udget conscious travellers can opt to stay at
guest houses and inns such as the “Luckyhiyal otel”,

“Athamad alace”, “Champal ooni uestt ouse”, etc while

Photography | Ahmed Shuau

those looking for mid-ranged prices and mid-ranged class
accommodation can look towards booking rooms from
hotels like “I ookaill otel”, “Kamt otel”, S elax Inn" and the
government owned | asandhurad alacel otel” all located
near the| orth-East corner of | ale’ close to thell ulhule’
Ferry terminal. If you're looking for a pricier higher-end
accommodation we recommend that you check out
“Trader'st otel” and the 't ulhule’ Islandt otel” (located at

the airport).

Photography | Ahmed Shuau




GETTING AROUND

i etting around the capital is quite a straightforward affair considering the small size of it.¥"e concur that you could

completely encircle the island in an hour and thirty minutes time by walking at a brisk pace.t owever, if you're a bit too

tired and hot to walk cheap public transportation is on offer in the form of taxis and buses.

o Taxi

The common norm is to usually call a taxi, though you
could flag down one on the road. Taxis can be identified
by the yellow license plates as well as by the TAXI sign
printed on the car doors or sometimes attached to the
top of the car

Taxis costa.f. 20 per trip,S.f. 5 extra for luggage carried
and.f.25 per trip between the hours 12.00am - 6.00am

TAXI CENTRE NUMBERS:

I ial Cab..............................3323131
I ial Services........cccccccccee 3313130
Fine Taxi. .3321414
F TaXioiiecviiins 3321919
Kuleel huveli.........ccccccccccc 3322122
Loyal TaXi...wwweeeeereeerererese 3325656
| ew Taxi 3325757
Yasal Taxi..........................3329292
Legal TaXio s 3321313
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- Buses have only recently been introduced (June of
2011) and costs just.f5 for the entirety of the bus ride.
Atotal of 18 bus stops have been scattered across the
capital with a total of 4 routes on offer. The roads covered
include the capital's outer road (8 oduthakurufaanu

I agu”), “Ameenee | aju”, “l ajeedhee | agu’, “Fareedhee
I agu”, " rchid I agu”, ‘I edhuziyaraiy I agu” “Sosun

I agu” and “Kan'ba Aisas.anit ingun”

i Airport Ferryo oing to the airport costs just
Q.f10 per person per trip by ferry and takes about 15 - 20
minutes. it owever, the price is increased to3.f20 per
person per trip after midnight. The jetty for taking such a
ferry (dhoni) is located at Jetty 9, on ‘8 oduthakurufaanu
1 agu” (outermost road) close to 1 asandhuraa? alace

ti otel”. Ferries depart approximately every 10 - 15 minutes.

: MTCC Airport Express is a speedboat
operated service that costs3.f20 per person per trip and
4.f30 per person per trip after midnight. It takes just4 - 5
minutes to get to the airport. The terminal for taking such
a speedboat is also located at the 't ulhumale’ Ferry
Terminal”, 8 oduthakurufaanu I agu” (outermost road)
close to | asandhurad alacel otel”. Speedboats depart

every 15 minutes.
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Places
of Interest

: FRIDAY MOSQUE
(HUKURU MISKIIY)

This ancient mosque was built in 1656 during the reign

of sultan Ibrahim Iskandar I. The interiors and exteriors of
this mosque are intricately carved with Arabic writings and
ornamental patterns.l nfortunately non-I uslims are not
allowed inside without prior permission. Ask your travel
agent or tour operator to arrange this aspect. If you do not

have one, call or go to the I inistry of Tourism for information

call +960 3323224
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: INDEPENDENCE SQUARE
(JUMHOOREE MAIDHAN)

This is a little park on the north coast of the
capital and is marked by a flagpole with a giant
I aldivian flag. It's also the central point of every
political demonstration in the capital. The police
# 1 located in Shaheedi ussain Adamd uilding
is right next door along with a premises used
by the I aldivian| ational efence Force (The
army). The former presidential jetty is located in
front of the park and the Islamic Centre is also

nearby.

£+ MEDHUZIYAARAIY

This is the tomb of the | oroccan traveller Abu- al
4 arakaathd |8 arbary, the scholar responsible
for the mass conversion of the | aldives to Islam
This tomb is located near the Friday | osque

 ukuru I iskiiy).



£ NATIONAL MUSEUM & SULTAN PARK
| pening hours are from Saturday-Thursday 9 am-5pm. The | ational I useum located inside the Sultan? ark houses a
collection of traditional antiques, artifacts, royal regalia and old photographs. The museum costsll S$3 ord.F 38. Entrance

to the adjoining sultan park is free.

£ ISLAMIC CENTRE (MOSQUE)

| pened in 1984, thisis | ale’s largest and best-known
architectural landmark. The complex contains the largest
mosque in the | aldives, topped with a golden dome
and capable of accommodating 5,000 people. Visitors
are welcome inside outside prayer hours, but no interior

photographs are allowed. Entrance is free.

VELAANAAGE

The former residential address of the late president

Ibrahim | asir (The 2nd? resident of the I aldives), this
premises is now a 15-storey office complex housing
the administrative departments of major governmental
ministries. This building is located in “Ameer Ahmed”

I agu.

£ THEEMUGE

(THE FORMER PRESIDENTIAL PALACE &
CURRENT SUPREME COURT)

Located in ‘1 rchid I agu”, Theemuge was the massive
residence of the former president from 1998 onwards

up until the year 2008. The current president I ohamed

| asheed transferred the Supreme Court of the | aldives
and offices to Theemuge. This is a worthy sight with a
design boasting of a magnificent mixed look of traditional
and

modern elements.
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<* THE LOCAL MARKET

In the same area as the fish market, the local market
boasts of indigenous fruits and vegetables grown in the

1 aldives. All vendors are locals stationed at small stalls.
In addition to local fruits and vegetables you'll also find
yams, packets of betel nuts.d readfruit chips (a traditional

I aldivian snack), bottles of homemade pickles.

< THE "RAALHUGANDU”

(SURF BREAK)

Located in the south-east corner of the | ale’, the
S.aalhugandu is home to the capital’'s surf break.
Frequented by local surfers, it is however not a locals
only surf point. Expect minor scrapes and cuts if you're

planning on surfing as it is a shallow reef break.

£ THE "ALIMAS CARNIVAL” AREA
i ome to coffee shops and café’s
frequented by the youth of I ale’3 opular
hang-outs include coffee shops such
R as thel inel ored arden, Skippy, Lily’s,
§ I olphin view café’, etc. The area also
g boasts of a stage used for different music
@ shows and events.

e
—

£ THE "ARITIFICIAL” BEACH

: THE FISH MARKET Adjoins thed.aalhugandu and located near the south-east
Just west of Independence square corner of I ale'. This is a beach built due to the fact that
(Jumhooree | aidhan) and with a group I ale’lost its natural beaches (due to land reclamation,

of fishing boats docked just opposite, this rapid industrialization, etc), this is a popular swimming

is where fish which includes mainly Tuna point and hang-out for local youth, families and children. In
varieties such as skip-jack tuna and yeIIovv- addition to a beach and “artificial” lagoon, the area boasts
fin tuna are brought, gutted and sold for of volleyball courts, basketball courts and a Futsal turf pitch.

consumption of the locals of I ale'.
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Photography | Miusam Mohamed (CK)

< COFFEE SHOPS & CAFES

Coffee shops and café are popular hang-outs for

I aldivians. Some coffee shops also function as
restaurants offering quality food.9 opular coffee shops
for tourists include “Seagull”, “Shelld eans”, “Jaded istro”,
the “Seall ouse” (a 24 hour café’), § ourse Café”, etc.
They open around 8am and close at 1am except the
“Seall ouse” which is open 24/7.8 udget3.f50 -S.f100 per

person.

Photography | Miusam Mohamed (CK)

Food &
Restaurant
Guide

<: RESTAURANTS

There are quite a number of restaurants in | ale’ offering
different types of cuisines. Closed air-conditioned
restaurants as well as open-air concepts can also be
found.q9 opular eateries with tourists include “Sala Thai”
(Thai Food), “Thai¥ ok (Thai Food), “Sala ItaliaS.istorante
(Italian Food), “Aioli”, It ceand reeze”, “Salsas.oyal”, "I live
garden”. They open around 8am or 9am and close around

12am.8 udgetd.f100 - 200 per person.

MALDIVIAN STYLE TEA-SHOPS
These are traditional eateries serving 't edhikaa” (traditional

I aldivian snacks/fast-food) along with the most popular

Male” City Guide

drink - a “Kalhu” (black tea). Food and drinks are pretty cheap
and these eateries are mostly frequented by | aldivian

local men. These tea-shops are pretty loud inside with
various simultaneous banter. Famous tea-shops include the
‘I aarukeytuit ota”, “Faseyhad oint", etc. They open as early

as 5am and close at 1lam.& udgetS.f25 - 30 per person.
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Shopping

Almost all of the shops open around BEING THE CAPITAL AND THE MOST URBANISED,
9am or 10 am except those small i MODERNISED AND DEVELOPED ISLAND IN THE
neighbourhood convenient stores COUNTRY, THERE ARE A LOT OF SHOPPING

which might open at 7am or even 6am. OPTIONS ON OFFER. FROM UP-SCALE FASH|ON,

All shops close at 11pm (except the i JEWELLERY, HARDWARE, COMPUTER SOFTWARE,

“Fantasy” store located on “Fareedhee ACCESSOR|ES, MARINE EQU|PMENT, SPORTING
I agu” - a higher-end supermarket, which EQU|PMENT, GROCER|ES, SOUVEN|RS,
closes at 10pm) and two 24/7 convenient ELECTRON|CS, SCUBA DIVING EQU|PMENT TO
stores located on “Sosun | agu”.i o also ITEMS FOR THE BUDGET CONSCIOUS SHOPPER,
note that all shops close for about 15 - 20 : MALE" DEFINITELY HAS IT ALL ON OFFER
minutes for prayer times.
I ost shops, except smaller convenient
stores do accept credit cards nowadays,
though we recommend that you take
some cash for your shopping trips.
I ajeedhee | agu is the main street
for all of your shopping needs and
requirements. This is the longest road

stretching across the capital.
Chaandhanee | agu is the place to
go if you're looking for souvenir items,
local handi-craft items, scuba diving :

apino A1 aleln

equipment, surfing equipment, tourist H
book guides, etc.

Above:

| Vases crafted and designed by using the method known locally
as ‘Liye Laa jehun’

Left:

| Coco Tree - A world famous chocolate fanchise in the Maldives
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Local &
Music Evenls

Fixed annual music events or festivals include the
‘8 reak-out” Festival (an internationally recognised
“battle of the bands” type completion) and the

4 oduberu Challenge” (a traditional drumming :
competition) held every year in the :

month ofS.amadan.

Shows pop up from time to time, so check online, }
ask a local or check out wall posters near the :
“Artificial” beach area to get up-to-date information

regarding up-coming shows and events.

Above:

| Local Maldivian rock show

MALE" HAS A THRIVING LOCAL
MUSIC SCENE WITH MANY

UP AND COMING YOUNG
LOCAL MUSICIANS. MOST
MUSIC SHOWS ARE HELD AT

i THE STAGE LOCATED AT THE

i "ALIMAS CARNIVAL" AREA

i LOCATED IN THE NORTH-EAST
: CORNER OF THE CAPITAL

: NEAR “NASANDHURA PALACE

: HOTEL". SHOWS ARE ALSO

: HELD AT THE PARK NEAR THE

i “RAALHUGANDU" (SURF BREAK)
i AREA AND AT THE OPEN SPACE
i NEAR THE “ARTIFICIAL" BEACH.

Male’ City Guide
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Sports &
Recreation

SURFING

There is just one surf break located in

I ale’ called “Towns” and it is located at
the Scaalhugandu” area near the south-
east corner of | ale’. Itis a reef break

so be prepared for minor scrapes and
cuts. I any local surfers can be found
frequenting this site.#f owever, this is not
alocals only surf spot. If you don't have a
board you could buy one from the “Sea
Sports” shop located at “Chaandhanee

I agu” or ask a local if you could borrow
his board (entice him with some money
if you really don’'t want to buy a board -
hey it's a cheaper option eh?)

DIVING

There are a number of3 Al | affiliated
dive centres offering? Al | certified
scuba diving courses and boat-trips.
These centres are equipped with quality
equipment and certified professional and
experienced local instructors. | otable
local dive centres include ‘I aldivers”

and “Sea Explorers”.

BAIBALAA

4 aibalaa is an annually held sporting
competition held during the Ell I L-FIR.
or Kl 0 AEN . Itis similar to "Kabaddi”
and to put it in a nutshell involves the
raiding of a group of players in a circular
playing surface composed of white
sand. The objective of the game is to
touch opposing players inside the circle
and get out before being tackled. The
competition is held at the open area

located near the “artificial” beach.
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GYMS & FITNESS CENTRES

There are quite a number of gyms and fitness centres located in the capital
such “TR - Total Fitnessd roup”,  eat”,“l ale’ Fitness Club”, etc. There

are even some ladies only fitness centres operating in I ale’ such as ‘I ale’

Fitness Clubfi ers”.

Photography | Ahmed Shuau

FOOTBALL

I aldives is considered the '8 razil” of Asia due to its unabated love of
football. Almost everybody plays it and locals can be found playing on the
artificial turf pitches and hard-ground sand pitches can be found at the

“l aafannu Stadium”. Locals can also be found playing at the artificial turf
pitch and hard sandy area near the “artificial” beach. So grab a pair of boots
and head over to these locations as the people are extremely friendly and

will let you join in for a game or two if you just ask.

Football is the most watched spectator sportin | aldives. There is a national
football league comprised of 3 divisions. First division matches can be seen

atthe " alolhu| ational Stadium” during season.

Football is the most watched spectator sportin | aldives. There is a national
football league comprised of 3 divisions. First division matches can be seen

atthe " alolhu| ational Stadium” during season.

OTHER RECREATIONAL SPORTS

The “Artificial” beach and “I aafannu Stadium” has volleyball courts,
basketball courts and a cricket pitch for public use while the “Ekuveni sports
complex” located next to the “I aafannu Stadium” houses badminton courts,
some basket-ball courts, table-tennis tables and a training area for cricket for

public use.



Banks, ATMs &

The capital is home to the main branch of the

4 ank of I aldives (the national bank),t abib

4 ank,d ank of Ceylon, I auritius Commercial

§ ank, Stated ank of India,i Si C. All of the

banks except the I auritius Commercial

4 ank located in “t rchid I agu” are located in

‘8 oduthakurufaanu I agu” along the north-east

corner of | ale’.

There are a number of ATl s of§ ank of I aldives

and other banks located at key points of the
capital (There is one Stated ank of India ATI

near the “artificial” beach and one near the Al K

hospital, there is also oned ank of I aldives

ATl near Al Kit ospital as well as one near

“ lympus” theatre located in “I ajeedhee | agu”.

These ATI s also provide credit and debit

card services for major credit and debit cards

(meaning you can withdraw money at these

ATI s using your credit or

debit card) | oney can be changed at the banks

while there are some shops on “Chaandhanee”

I agu offering this service as well.

Right:
Bank of Maldives Plc. Ltd. Main Branch, Male’ |

Money Changers

Photography | Ahmed Shuau
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Photography | Mohamed Sifah

Hulhumale’

the reclaimed island

HULHUMALE IS A RECLAIMED ISLAND APPROXIMATELY 1.3KM NORTH-WEST OF MALE'. THE CONCEPT FOR HULHUMALE
AROSE OUT OF A NEED TO EASE THE HOUSING AND CONGESTION PROBLEMS OF MALE'. THE RECLAMATION PROJECT
BEGAN ON OCTOBER 16, 1997 UNDER THE ADMINISTRATION OF PRESIDENT MAUMOON ABDUL GAYYOON. A LOT OF
MALDIVIANS ESPECIALLY THE PEOPLE OF MALE' HAVE NOW SHIFTED THEIR LIVELIHOODS TO HULHUMALE. ALL WORKS WHICH
INCLUDE STRUCTURAL AND HOUSING DEVELOPMENT ARE SCHEDULED TO BE FULLY COMPLETED BY THE YEAR 2020.

Visiting#t ulhumalé takes around 20 minutes costing just
rf5/- per trip and you'd have to visit the ' ulhumalé ferry
terminal” located near the north-east corner of I ale’ to get
to this island. The island is slightly bigger than the capital
and due to the planned nature of development boasts

thicker vegetation and plant life. The roads are much wider
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than those of the capital and they are also constructed out
of tar unlike the brick roads of I ale’.

The expanded space ofi ulhumalé had initially invited bike
and car racers to hold illegal impromptu racers.t owever,
the government has now granted the “l aldivian racing

association” the use of a track surrounding an industrial



area on Friday (afternoon - evening). You can head over to
t ulhumalé’ on Fridays to catch a glimpse of local bikers
train while pulling off the occasional stunt.

If you're not a racing enthusiast, there is a lengthy beach,
lagoon and a house reef on the eastern side of the island
for your lounging, swimming, snorkelling and diving
pleasure. Compared to Villingili this shore is huge and can

accommodate a lot of people

(IMPORTANT: WE RECOMMEND THAT YOU WEAR T-SHIRTS AND
SHORTS AS BIKINIS AND REVEALING SWIM-WEAR ARE NOT ALLOWED
IN HULHUMALE).

There are a number of beach-front hotels and guest
houses which you could book, if you plan to stay for longer
periods. There are also one or two3 Al | affiliated scuba
diving schools operating inf ulhumalé offeringd Al |

courses, house-reef dives and boat dives. You could even

head over to the fishing spots to do some fishing (ask a
local for directions to the best spots) and setup ad 4 | at
one of the many pits located on the north-west corner to
prepare your catch for consumption.

If you wish to explore the island by foot, we recommend
that you do so in the evenings as it gets really hot (much
more than | ale’) due to the roads being composed of
tar. owever, you could take the beach route even in the
morning or afternoon as cooling off is just a dip away.
There are many restaurants, cafés and local tea-shops in-
store if you wish to grab a bite or a cup of coffee. All in all,
t ulhumalé is worth a visit if you get a chance to spend a
few days in the capital before you head off to your chosen

resort or liveaboard.

( Male’ City Guide ]
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Villimale'/Villingili
the quieter Sth ward of Male’

VILLIMALE" OR MORE COMMONLY REFERRED BY THE LOCALS AS VILLINGILI IS A SMALL ISLAND COMMUNITY
LYING 2KM WEST OF THE CAPITAL YOU CAN TAKE AN 8 MINUTE FERRY RIDE COSTING JUST RF5/- PER

TRIP FROM THE “VILLINGILI FERRY TERMINAL" LOCATED IN THE SOUTH-WEST CORNER OF MALE’ TO GET TO
THIS ISLAND. VILLIMALE" HAS UNIQUELY ADOPTED AN ADMINISTRATIVE POLICY OF THE RESTRICTION OF
PERSONAL USE OF MOTORISED VEHICLES, WHICH UNDOUBTEDLY HAS MADE THIS WARD QUIETER AND THE
AIR CLEANER THERE IS A TAXI SERVICE AVAILABLE, BUT MOST RESIDENTS PREFER TO TRAVEL ON FOOT OR
ON BICYCLES. THIS ISLAND IS A REGULAR WEEKEND HAUNT OF MANY RESIDENTS OF MALE". THE ISLAND IS
HOME TO THICK VEGETATION, A WHITE SANDY BEACH AND A CRYSTAL CLEAR LAGOON.

The island has a beautiful house reef located on the
north-east side which is frequently visited by scuba and
snorkelling enthusiasts of I ale’. There is also a scuba

diving school called I iver's lodge” in Villingili which offers

9 Al | certified scuba courses and boat trips for locals,

tourists and expatriates alike.

Villingili also has an excellent right-hand surf break, though
the water is much shallower than the surf break found in

I ale'. Local surfers are regularly seen at this point, but it is
recommended for experienced surfers only.

Aside from diving and surfing, you could even spend the
day exploring the various facets of the island on foot or just

plain lounge about on the beach.
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(IMPORTANT: WE RECOMMEND THAT YOU WEAR T-SHIRTS AND
SHORTS AS BIKINIS AND REVEALING SWIM-WEAR ARE NOT ALLOWED
IN VILLINGILL)

Food including traditional items are on offer at various
café’s for a much cheaper price than to be found in

I ale’. Fresh coconuts are also much cheaper and quite
abundant throughout the island. Villingili, though being
the 5th ward of the highly urbanised and modernised
capital has managed to retain substantial elements of the

1 aldivian past.



Tune up your Dhivehi
(Useful Basic Local Words & PhQses )
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COMPASS DIRECTIONS

NORTH -U Ti U<

SOUTH -0 4 EKI | U
EAST -8 | AT |
WEST-# 0 i Al U

423 NUMBERS

i

ZERO -3/t I &
ONE - EKE

TWO -0 i EYY
THREE-Ti || B
FOUR -ii ATh A.Ei
FIVE - FAI Ei
SIX-i A'B
SEVEN -t ATH Bi
EIGHT - ASi B
NINE -| U VAEH
TEN -0 I AR
HUNDRED - SATH EYKA

THOUSAND - Bi i AAS
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&) TIME & DATE

WHAT TIME IS IT?-0 Al Il | KK AA

SAB TH A?
TIME -0 A I/VAI U TH U
TODAY -1 141 4 U
YESTERDAY - IYYE
TOMORROW -1 AAI 1 Al |

THE DAY AFTER TOMORROW -1 AL AL f 11| |

Al AIY 0 # I VAS

DAY -i i I VAS

WEEK -# AFTH AA
MORNING -4 El U4 U JU /040 VAAL
AFTERNOON - 1| Ef 0 4 90
EVENING - AVEEL
NIGHT -3.EY) Al 011
SUNDAY - AAl i EBl TH A
MONDAY -# | Al A
TUESDAY - Al I AALA
WEDNESDAY -8 i # A
THURSDAY -8 | S AASFATH |
FRIDAY -4 I KIS

SATURDAY - | | 1t R



&  ENVIRONMENT

BEACH -0+ | 00U 0K 1}
LAGOON - FAL U

REEF - FAL

TREES -1 At SS
COCONUT TREE -9 i #
CHANNEL - KAl 000 1 Lt |
ATOLL - ATH | LK U
ISLAND -9 Al #

SEA-KAl 11

FISH-1 A SS

\@ FOR DIVERS & SURFERS

—

HOWS THE SURF? -9 AALI I K If Bi ?

Q USEFUL WORDS

TOILET - FAAI Al A

POST OFFICE -9 | ST FFICE
BANK -8 Al K

ATM - ATI

ENTRANCE - VAl | ATH Al I
EXIT-| K0T AT AT
ROOM - KI TALI
RESTAURANT - KAATH Al | |
SHOP - Fli AR.A

OFFICE -1 FFICE

RECEPTION -9.ECE T |

ARE THE WAVES BIG, SMALL? -SCAALH U T AT &1 00 T A KIOATH A?

HOWS THE VISIBILITY? - VISE ILITY KK I B 2

IS THE FISH LIFE ABUNDANT? - VAL A

I AL S)IFATHA?

CAN YOU TELL ME THE NAME OF A GOOD DIVE SITE? - EY SAUi 10 IVESITEEi #9 E'J Al B 8U | B ALA?

HOW LONG DOES IT TAKE TO GET TO THE DIVE SITE? - Ei 0 IVESITEAf 0§ AAl | KK AARAIY| A AA?

Dhivehi

47



t SJOQUINN INfRSN J

Imporant numbers

I TERLESI T AR RAf SFEL/ TELECI I 1 U | ICATI |

ISLAND AVIATION SERVICES LTD

| o:26, Ameer Ahmed | agu, | ale’, 1 aldives
Tel:+960 3335566 / Fax: +960 3314806

E-mail: salesf island.com.mv
X ebsite: www.island.com.mv

TA ST AL IVIAL ARXAYS

I ale’ International Airportd .1 .4 ox 2079
Tel: +960 3348400 / Fax: +9603348409
E-mail: salesf tma.com.mv

X ebsite: www.transmaldivian.com

TIUISI SLELATEI ASSI CIATIH | S

I IVERLS ASSI CIATIH | + FI1 A0 IVES (1 Al )

I . Lodge, Izzuddeen | agu, | ale’, 1 aldives

Tel: +960 7773998 / +960 7785165, Fax: +960 3332922
E-mail: infol dam.org.mv

A ebsite: www.dam.org.mv

1 ALl IVES ASSI CIATI | |+ FYACH TA El TS (I AYA)
2nd Floor, Letsd o Tower, | ale', I aldives

Tel: +960 3347755, Fax: +960 3307755

E-mail: infol mayamaldives.com

X ebsite: www.mayamalives.com

1 AL IVES S¥IL L I 0 S ¢ ATELSHI 4TS
ASSI CIATH |

) alolhu Stadium, I ale’

Tel: +9603323429

1 ALl IVES) Al EFISH If 3 ASSI CIATH |

91 & ox 2034, Fasmeerud uilding, 6th Floor, I ale’
Tel: +960 3322432, Fax: +960 3324009

Email: contact) mgfa.org.mv

X ebsite: www.mgfa.org.mv
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Cl 19 Al IES

1 ALl IVIAL AR TAXI @ TE) LTI

) 1901 ale’ International Airport3 1 § ox 2023
Tel: +960 3315201 / Fax: +960 3315203

E-mail: salesf mat.com.mv

X ebsite: www.mataxi.com

X ATAL IYATELECI I 1 ALY IVEST VT LTI
Fax: +960 9611001

E-mail: sales wataniya-maldives.com

X ebsite: www.wataniya-maldives.com

LIVEAS | A0 ASSI CIATI | 1 ALl IVES (LAI )

I . Ibrahimee Abaadhu - 4A, I ajeedheel agu,| ale’
20325, Tel: +960 3300640, Fax: +960 3300360

E-mail: admin@ liveaboardassociation.mv

X ebsite: www.liveaboardassociation.mv

1 ALY IVES ASSI CIATIE| + FTVUSISE f 00 SRY (I ATI)
3rd Floor,) adhamood Idg,8 oduthakurufaanu | agu,

| ale’, Tel: +960 3326640, Fax: +960 3326641

E-mail: matif dhivehinet.netmv

M ebsite: www.mati.com.mv

1 AU IVESTIHUSISI 22T U U i EASSI CIATI |

) r.Floor, I . Fenfoage, Kulhidhoshu I agu, | ale’ 20286
Tel: +9603002570, +9607772570, Fax: +9603002571
E-mail: mttaf maldivestourguide.org



ALl IVESO ® L I ATIC I ISSI | S ES ESEl TATIVE! FFICES A9 Al

Ci | A-Embassy ofi.epublic of I aldives in China
4§ uilding 1-5-31, Jianguomenwai

I iplomatic Compound, | o:1 Jianwai Xiushui Street
Chaoyang istrict,d eijing 100600, China

Tel: +86 108 532 3454, Fax: +86 108 532 3746
E-mail: adming maldivesembassy.cn

JA Al - Embassy of3.epublic of I aldives in Japan
8F. lkural intd uilding, 1-9-10-Azabudai, I ina-toku,
Tokyo, 106-0041, Japan

Tel: +81 3 6234 4215, Fax:+81 3 6234 4316

E-mail: adminf maldivesembassy.jp

infol maldivesembassy.jp

Sl 9 A 1SE-# igh Commission of I aldives

101, Thomsons.oad, 30-01A,I nited Square Singapore
307591,

Tel: +65 6720 9012, Fax: +65 6720 9015

E-mailinfof maldiveshighcommission.sq
X ebsite: www.maldiveshighcommission.sq

S LAl KA -1 igh Commission of | aldives in Sri Lanka
251 elbourne Avenue, Colombo 4, Sri Lanka

Tel: +94 11 551 6302, Fax: +94 11 258 1200

E-mail: infof maldiveshighcom.lk
X ebsite: www.maldiveshighcom.lk

U ITE K901 1 -K igh Commission of I aldives in
thel nited Kingdom ofi reat$ ritainé_| orthern Ireland
22,1 ottinghamd lace, London¥ Il 5 J,I nited
Kingdom

Tel: +44 207 224 2135, Fax: +44 207 224 2157

E-mail: infod maldiveshighcommission.org

X ebsite: www.maldiveshighcommission.org

B9 EA U 0| -1 ission of thed.epublic of

I aldives to the Europeanll nion

S.ondd oint Schuman 11,8 -10408 russels,d elgium
Tel: +32 2256 7567, Fax: +32 2256 7569

E-mail: infofl maldivesmission.eu

X ebsite: www.maldivesmission.eu

Il 0 1A-# igh Commission of I aldives in India
8 2 Anand| iketan,| ewl elhi- 110021, India
Tel: +91 114 143 5701, Fax: +91 114 143 5709
E-mail: admin@ maldiveshighcom.co.in
;)#’ebsite: www.maldiveshighcom.co.in

I ALAYSIA -1 igh Commission of I aldivesin | alaysia
Suite 07 - 01, I enara Seet oy Chan
374 Jalan TunS.azak, 50400 Kuala Lumpur, I alaysia
Tel: +60 32 163 7244, Fax: +60 32 164 7244
E-mail: mailg maildives.org.my
X ebsite: www.maldives.org.my

SAI I | A.AS A - Embassy of theScepublic of | aldives
in Saudi Arabia

8 Abu El Izzu El Kharasaani Lane, El Jauf street - El
Sulaimaniyya istrictS.iyadh, Saudi Arabia

Tel: +966 14643725, E-mail: adhanuf gmail.com

U ITEN | AT | S (Switzerland) -9 ermanent | ission
of the | aldives to thell nited| ations

S.ue de Lausanne 45-47 (3rd Floor), 12019 eneva,
Switzerland

Tel: +41 22 732 6 37, Fax: +41 22 732 6339

E-mail: infof maldivesmission.ch
X ebsite: www.maldivesmission.ch

Uf ITEN | ATH | S @ SA) -9 ermanent | ission of the

| aldives to thell nited | ations

800 Second Avenue, Suite 400-E, | ew York,

| .Y.10017,1 nited States of America

Tel: +1 212 599 6195, 599 6194, Fax: +1 212 661 6405
E-mail: maldivesf un.int ¢ ebsite: www.un.int/maldives

I | ITE) STATES!| F Al ELICA - Embassy of the
S.epublic of I aldives

1111 19th Street, | 47, Suite 211
X ashington,§ C 20036, SA

Tel: +1 202 507 8934, Fax: +1 202 507 8935
E-mail: infof maldivesembassy.us
X ebsite: www.maldivesembassy.us
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Al SRUA

I r. Alif oordeen

t onorary Consul of Austria in theS.epublic of I aldives
Consulate of theS.epublic of Australia

U niversal Enterprisesq rivate Limited

391 rchid I agud ) & ox 20-15, I ale’, I aldives

Tel: +960 3332254, Fax: +960 3322678

E-mail: andeen@ unientcom.mv

4 SSIA

I r.Ahmed I ahirl idi

t onorary Counsul ofd.ussia in theS.epublic of I aldives
Cosulate of thed.ussian Federation

U niversal Enterprisesq rivate Limited

391 rchid I agud | § ox20-15, | ale’, I aldives

Tel: +960 3323080, Fax: +960 3322678, 3320274

ITALY

I s.) iorgia |l arazzi

t onorary Council of Italy in theS.epublic of I aldives
4th Floor, ! perad Idg, Chaandhanee | agu, | ale’
Tel: +960 3342071, +9607786773, Fax: 960 3342071
E-mail: honoconsital§ dhivehinet.net.mv

R.Al CE

I r. Ismail¥ afir

t onorary Consul of France in theS.epublic of I aldives
Consulate of theS.epublic of France

i .1 adhoo, 2nd Floor, I ale’, 1 aldives

Tel: +960 3317255, Fax: +960 3317254

: E-mail: info frconsuate.com.mv

T KEY

I r.Ismailti ilmy

t onorary Consuli eneral of Turkey in theScepublic of
I aldives

Consulated eneral of Turkey

2nd Floor,# . Aage,d oduthakurufaanu | agu, I ale’,
I aldives

i Tel: +960 332 2719, 332-0850, Fax: +960 3323463

| BY ZELAI 0

I r. Ahmed Saleem

i onorary Consul of | ew Zealand in thed.epublic of

I aldives

6th Floor, Fasmeerud Idg,8 oduthakurufaanu | agu, I ale’,
I aldives

Tel: +960 3322432, Fax: +960 3324009

E-mail:saleem@ crowncompany.com

| 19X¥°AY

I r. Abdullah Saeed

% onorary Consul of | orway in thed.epublic of I aldives
J.oyal| orwegian Consulate

258 oduthakurufaanu I agu, | ale’ 20-05, I aldives

Tel: +960 3315176, Fax: +960 3323523

E-mail: cypreafl dhivehinet.netmv
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IBIAY

I r.lbrahim I aniku

 onorary Consul ofi ermany in theS.epublic of I aldives
Consulate of the Federal.epublic ofi ermany

I niversal Enterprises? rivate Limited

391 rchid I agud | & ox 20-15, | ale’, 1 aldives

Tel: +960 3322971, Fax: +960 3322678

I Bl 1 AK

I r. Abdullah Saeed

 onorary Consul ofi enmark in theS.epublic of I aldives
S.oyall anish Consulate

258 oduthakurufaanu | agu, | ale’, 1 aldives

Tel: +960 3315175, Fax: +960 3323523

E-mail: cypreafl dhivehinet.netmv

SY¥El Bl

I r. Abdullah Saeed

 onorary Consul of Sweden in theSd.epublic of I aldives
S oyal Swidish Consulate

258 oduthakurufaanu | agu, | ale’ 20-05, I aldives

Tel: +960 3325174, Fax: +960 3323523

E-mail: cypreafl dhivehinet.netmv

ICELAI 0

I r.Ibrahim I ohamed? idi

# onorary Council of Iceland in theS.epublic of I aldives
Consulate of theS.epublic of Iceland

) .1 anamd Idg, 2/1] eeloafarul agu, 1 ale’, 1 aldives
Tel: +960 3334400, Fax: +960 3334446

Email: secretaryfl simdi.com

FIl LA 0

I r. Abdullah Saeed

# onorary Consul of Finland in theS.epublic of I aldives
Consulate of Finland

258 oduthakurufaanu | agu, 1 ale’, 1 aldives

Tel: +960 3315176, Fax: +960 3323523

Email: cypreafl dhivehinet.netmv

| ETH BLAI 0 S

I r. Sanjayd ansal

Consular Correspondent of the Kingdom of | etherlands
inthe

S.epublic of I aldives

3rd Floor, STI Aifaanuéd uilding,d oduthakurufaanu | agu,
I ale’, I aldives

Tel: +960 3323609, Fax: +960 3322380

E-mail: dutchconf klm.com.mv



THUSISI LELATEI 903 LISt B.SIf TH E1 AW IVES

. KA 9 ICALS RAISE

1st Floor,# } ilhugali, Karankaamagu, I ale’
Tel: +960 3337588 , Fax: +960 3322437

i E-mail: infof tropicalparadise.com.mv
;)?’ebsite: www.maldives-traveller.com

| TH BT USISE LELATEI C1 19 Al IESIE T E1 ALl IVES

B9 0 IVES
E-mail: operatef) euro-divers.com
A ebsite: www.euro-divers.com

I AL IVESTHUSISE 0 EVELIS 1 Bl TCIag 1 AT |
(1'TC)

4th Floor, it . Aage,d8 oduthakurufaanu |l agu, | ale’
Tel: +960 3347766, Fax: +960 3347733

E-mail: infod mtdc.com.mv

X ebsite: www.mtdc.com.mv

TIULISTSI 4 1 Al EN1 AL IVES

. Abadhahfehil agu, 20-05, I ale’

Tel: +960 3333939, Fax: +960 3333838

E-mail: tsubf dhivehinet.netmv

X ebsite: www.submarinesmaldives.com.mv

D191 ALE Il TEY AT | ALARS 1S TI VT LT
International Airport, i ulhule, Admind Idg

Tel: +960 3337181

E-mail: prasad.gopalanf gmrgroup.mv

X ebsite: www.male.aero

I ale’

Tel: +9603006672, Fax:+9603006671
Email: ali.faizf megair.net

X ebsite: www.mgcharter.com

SEE ASI AT VTLT

I X estend, it andhuvareel igun, 20-05, 1 ale’
Tel: +960 3313866, Fax: +960 3331083

E-mail: adminf serenaspa.com

X ebsite: www.serenaspa.com

I B A) Lt 8 AL ARC SESLVICES (I AL IVES)R VT LTI
5th Floor,ti . Sakeena | anzil, 20127 | edhuziyaarail agu,




1 199.C1 El8 B RAVELA Bl TS/TH U919 BATILS (L CAL)

ACE R.AVELS I ALl IVES

i . Agi, Kasthooril agu, I ale’

Tel: +960 3343510, Fax: +960 3343511
E-mail: surangall acetravels.com.mv
X ebsite: www.acetravelmaldives.com

ALl Al 1 AL IVESS VT LTO

Tel: +960 3337799, Fax: +960 3338643
E-mail: vip almanholidays.com
X ebsite: www.almanholidays.com

AT LLI ISCH VERLYQ VT LTI

I . Lilies,i aveereetll ingun, | ale’
Tel: +960 3340800, Fax: +960 3320597
E-mail: infof atolldiscovery.com.mv
M ebsite: www.atolldiscovery.com

ATI LLH I EA¥AYH 1 LI AYST AL IVEST VT LTI
t S.athuloage, I ale’

Tel: +960 3333556, Fax: +960 3333778

E-mail: infof atollhideaway.com

X ebsite: www.atollhideaway.com

8 A& 11 RAVELI AL IVES

CH 9 44 Idg, 4th Floor,! rchid I agu, I ale’
Tel:+960 3342523, Fax:+960 3310040

E-mail: ismaill bambootravelmaldives.com
X ebsite: www.bambootravelmaldives.com

SWENIKIZ ) LT

1st Floor, Lighti rey, I ale’

Tel: +960 3321169, Fax: +960 3328797
E-mail: bluehrznf dhivehinet.netmv
X ebsite: www.blue-horizon.com.mv

-
Gl SSASIAT VT LTI
g . Threeklight, I ale’
z Tel: +960 3300011, Fax: +960 33000022
S E-mail: infof crossasiatravel.com
g X ebsite: www.crossasiatravel.com
—
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3rd Floor,#t .1 aaram, Ameeru Ahmed | agu, | ale’

ARG W STRAVELAI 0 T USST VT LT

3rd Floor,# . Thuniya,d oduthakurufaanu I agu, | ale’
Tel: +960 3301878, Fax: +960 3301879

E-mail: holidaysf airplusmaldives.com

M ebsite: www.airplusmaldives.com

Al RACI AL IVEST VT LTI

3rd Floor, | aS.afrafge, | ale’

Tel: +960 3310096, Fax: +960 3325301
E-mail: ahannaf alliancemarine.com.mv
A ebsite: www.alliancemarine.com.mv

ATI LLEX BBl CE? VT LT

i Silver Leaf, Karankaa | agu, | ale’
Tel: +960 3000700, Fax: +960 3000701
E-mail: infofl atollexperience.com

M ebsite: www.atollexperience.com

AIATL AL IVEST VT LTU

t . Sunrise Villa 3,1 iyalee) oalhi, I ale’
Tel: +960 3343901, Fax: +960 3343092
E-mail: infof aquamaldives.com.mv
X ebsite: www.aquamaldives.com

§ ESTCH Y ICEI AU IVES

3rd Floor,) . Swan Lake, | harumavanthal agu, | ale’
Tel: +960 3335775, Fax: +960 3317997

E-mail: adminf bestchoicemaldives.com
X ebsite: www.bestchoicemaldives.com

CAl 19U ST AL IVEST VT LTI

2nd Floor,) .1 aavahid uruzul agu, I ale’
Tel: +960 3321079, Fax: +960 3325397
E-mail: salesf canopusmaldives.com

X ebsite: www.canopusmaldives.com

G ¥ TS (1 AU IVES)

5th Floor, Fasmeerud Idg,8 oduthakurufaanu | agu
Tel: +960 3329889, Fax: +960 3312832

E-mail: salesff crowntoursmaldives.com

X ebsite: www.crowntoursmaldives.com



1 199.C1 E14 B RAVELA Bl TS/T U919 FATISS (LW CAL)

G ISET ALI IVESS VT LTI

| ceanicd Idg, 2/74 oduthakurufaanu I agu, I ale’
Tel: +960 3318172 Fax: +960 3313996

E-mail: nazeeahmalf gmail.com

0 IETH ELI R.AVELTH EI AN IVES

i .1 egmaa, Sikkai olahi, I ale’

Tel: +960 3322451. Fax: +960 3308642
E-mail: lalith.of mv.diethelmtravel.com
X ebsite: www.diethelmtravel.com

I ETIH T 1 AW IVES R.AVEL

I . Shadyt ome, | ale’

Tel: +960 3307664, Fax: +960 3306845
E-mail: infof getintomaldives.com
X ebsite: www.getintomaldives.com

HU T 198 R0 & EYI ARGAVELR VT LTI
1st Floor, Kashmeeru Vaadhee, | ale’
Tel: +960 3335896, Fax: +960 3315015
E-mail: infof hummingbirdtravel.co.uk
X ebsite: www.hummingbirdtravel.co.uk

bl IS AL IVESA VT LTI

I a. Afeesha, Kurikeelal agu, 1 ale’
Tel: +960 3300438, Fax: +960 3300438
E-mail: infof ignismaldives.com

A ebsite: www.ignismaldives.com

Il Bl AL IVESH 1 LIt AYS

i . Faalandhoshugeaage, Ameer Ahmed I agu, | ale’
Tel: +960 3315499, Fax: +960 3330884

E-mail: intermal dhivehinet.netmv

A ebsite: www.innermaldives.com

Il T USUST 1 ALY IVESS VT LTI

7th Floor,ti . Fasmeerud Idg,d oduthakurufaanu | agu
Tel: +960 3339994, Fax: +960 3339995

E-mail: infof intourist-maldives.com

X ebsite: www.intourist-maldives.com

CAY ITAL RLAVELE TV 1SS

04th Floor,d ank of I aldivesd Idg, | ajeedhee | agu, | ale’
Tel: +960 3315089, Fax: +960 3320336

E-mail: capital) dhivehinet.netmv

M ebsite: www.capitaltravel.com

EXCITI 9 1 ALY IVESH 1 LI AYS
. Coil, I ajeedheel agu,l ale’
Tel: +960 3308777, Fax: +960 3308776
E-mail: salesf excitingmaldives.com
A ebsite: www.excitingmaldives,com

PILAL 01 B IA 9 VTLT

C/ Shahti usseine Co., 2nd Florr, it . Aage, | ale’
Tel: +960 6640581

E-mail: silkeff olhahali.com

X ebsite: www.olhahali.com

f0 LI AYG LAL 1T ALY IVEST VT LTI

1st Floor, I .8 aarana, | ajeedheel agu,l ale’
Tel: +960 3320102, Fax: +960 3342524

E-mail: holidaypf@ dhivehinetnetmv

X ebsite: www.holidayplanmaldives.com

Il 1 AL IVESE VT LTI

1st Floor, Aliad outique, | rchid I agu, I ale’
Tel: +960 3343508, Fax: +960 3341853
E-mail: salesf inmaldives.com.mv

X ebsite: www.inmaldives.com.mv

Il TVUS 1 AL IVESE VT LTI

7th Floor, it . Fasmeerud Idg,8 oduthakurufaanu I agu
Tel: +960 3339994, Fax: +960 3339995

E-mail: infof intourmaldives.com

X ebsite: www.intourmaldives.com

ISLAf 0 # ) LI AYST ALl IVESS VT LTI
1st Floor,#i . Karanka Villa, I ale’

Tel: +960 3320856

E-mail:haleem@ maldivesisles.com

X ebsite: www.maldivesisles.com
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ISLAL 1 9 EALLE 1 LI AYS

6th Floor, Champad Idg - 4,1 rchid I agu, I ale’
Tel: +960 3325994, Fax: +960 3317840

E-mail: travelf islandpearl.com.mv

X ebsite: www.islandpearl.com.mv

UL EY 1 AL IVESH ) LIl AYS

) . Tharijehige, I ale’

Tel: +960 3346717, Fax:+960 3345717
E-mail: abdulla journeymaldives.com
M ebsite: www.journeymaldives.com

LETS) |+ I AL0 IVEST VT. LTI .

1st Floor, Letsd o Tower, | .4 oaddu | ale’ 20-025
Tel: +960 3347755, Fax: +960 3307755

E-mail: infof letsgomaldives.com

X ebsite: www.letsgomaldives.com

1 AL IVIAL A1 199 VT LTI

5th Floor, it . Southd.eef,d urevil agu, | ale’
Tel: +960 3340555 Fax: +960 3340566
E-mail: ibrahimf@ maldiviana.com.mv
website: www.maldiviana.com

9 AAISER 1+ LI AYSS TELTI

1st Floor, 3/9 Staré |dg, Fareedee | agu, 1 ale’
Tel: +960 3312090, Fax: +960 3312087

E-mail: infof parahold.com

X ebsite: www.parahol.com

Bl LW RAVELS

3rd Floor, it .4 each Tower, | ale’

Tel: +960 3346004, Fax: +960 3332751
E-mail: infof reollo.com

X ebsite: www.reollo.travel

SAl 0 YISLAf | RAVELE T 14.S

I .1 aadu, | ale’

Tel: +960 3345740, Fax: +960 3345741
E-mail: infof sandymaldives.com

M ebsite: www.sandymaldives.com
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ISLAI 0 W YA EQ VT LTI

3rd Floor, I as.angiriS.ahl hebail agu, | ale’
Tel: +960 3300811, Fax: +960 3300812

E-mail: salesfl islandvoyagemaldives.com

M ebsite: www.islandvoyagemaldives.com

LEISISCE ALY IVESS VT LTI

6th Floor, STI Aifaanud Idgd | & ox 20111, 1 ale’
Tel: +960 3316073, Fax: +960 3314038

E-mail: gmf leisure.com.mv

A ebsite: www.leisure.com.mv

I AL IVETH USLST VT LTI

2nd Floor, I .4 ageechaa Villa, Chaandhanee | agu, | ale’

Tel: +960 3006661 , Fax: +960 3006662
E-mail: salesf maldivestours.mv
A ebsite: www.maldivestours.mv

I B0 IST AL IVEST VT LT

6th Floor, Filaad Idg, I ale’

Tel : +960 3330678, Fax: +960 3332512
E-mail : divef meridis.de

X ebsite: www.msc.com.mv

9909 RAVELSS VT LTI

1st Floor,) . Vaaneege,d oduS.asgefaanul agu, |l ale’

Tel: +960 3356794, Fax: +960 3356796
E-mail: ahmed.waheedf loonahotels.com
X ebsite: www.loonahotels.com

LESISTLIFET AW IVEST VT LTI
I Al aisy Villa, Anonai oalhi, I ale’
Tel: +960 3345767, Fax: +960 3345766
E-mail: direct) dhivehinet.netmv
X ebsite: www.maldivesresortlife.com

SCAEVI LA R.AVELS VT LTI

7th Floor,ti . Aagadhage,d oduthakurufaanu | agu, I ale’

Tel: +960 3002006, Fax: +960 3002005
E-mail: infof scaevolatravel.com
X ebsite: www.scaevolatravel.com
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SEEK | ALl IVEST VT LTI

I a.l aluVilla, Vaidheritl igun, 1 ale’
Tel: +960 3335882, Fax: +960 3325735
E-mail: infof seekmaldives.com

X ebsite: www.seekmaldives.com

SILVE. SAl § ST VT LT

2nd Floor, | . Chaandhaneege, Alhivilal agu, I ale’
Tel: +960 3342737, Fax: +960 3320577

E-mail: thoufeeq silversands.com.mv

X ebsite: www.silversandstravel.com

SKYTI US.S 1 ALl IVES

t .0 adhagey, | ohamed Fulhud Idg, I ale’
Tel: +960 3002300, Fax: +960 3002358
E-mail: salesf skytoursmaldives.com

X ebsite: www.skytoursmaldives.com

STATICTI U.ST VT LTI

I .1 ikiunimaage, Fareedhee | agu, 1 ale’
Tel: +960 3310307 Fax: +960 3326405
E-mail: salesf static-tours.com

X ebsite: www.static-tours.com

S| LAl i RAVELS VT LTI

#04-01 STI Trade Centre, | rchid I agu, | ale’
Tel: +960 3324658, Fax: +960 3325543

E-mail: sunland@ dhivehinet.netmv

X ebsite: www.sunland.com.mv

S 1 CEAl 9VTLTI

Tel: +960 3329013 Fax: +960 3329015
E-mail: infof) sunoceanmaldives.com
X ebsite: www.sunoceanmaldives.com

TRAVELT Y | T1 AL IVESS VT LTI

t ulhumale’ Ferry Terminal,§ lock 26, I ale’
Tel: +960 3001522, Fax:+960 3001522
E-mail: salesf travelpointmaldives.com

M ebsite: www.travelpointmaldives.com

1st Floor, 3/949 enzyl ectar, Fareedhee | agu, | ale’

St Al ES) FI1 ALl IVES

5th Floor, I . Ci 9 -44 Idg,! rchid I agu, 1 ale’
Tel: +960 3304007, Fax: +960 3330024

E-mail: infof shadesofmaldives.com

X ebsite: www.shadesofmaldives.com

SKIQa I | R.AVELI ALY IVES

5th Floor,t .1t ulhugalhi, Karankaa | agu, | ale’
Tel: +960 3327443, Fax: +960 3327442

E-mail: skorpion@ dhivehinet.netmv

A ebsite: www.skorpion-maldives.com

SULE 0 0 ASIA

1 . Kasthoorige, 2nd Floor, Alikilegefaanu | agu, | ale’
Tel: +960 3312460, Fax: +960 3318945

E-mail: infof splendidasia.com

A ebsite: www.splendidasia.com

S| S ER LI AYST VT LTI

1st Floor,t ¥ hite) irl, Kaani) oalhi, | ale’

Tel: +960 7772509 Fax: +960 3300914

E-mail: infof sunshineholidaysmaldives.com
X ebsite: www.sunshineholidaysmaldives.com

9| RAVELE T U983 VT LTI
# .1 aley-thila, I eheli) oalhi, I ale’
Tel: +9603325977, Fax: +9603318273
E-mail: infof suntravels.com.mv
X ebsite: www.sunholidays.com

SJS.F R.AVELT VT LTI

2nd Floor, i . Aagadhaged Idg, I ale’
Tel: +960 3317227, Fax:+960 3321771
E-mail: majdyf surftravelmaldives.com
X ebsite: www.surftravelmaldives.com

T TALI AL IVES XA ELIEl CEQ VT LT
1 9 rospectS.ahdhebail agu, | ale’
Tel: +960 3300431

E-mail: infof tme.mv

X ebsite: www.tme.mv
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TRAQICAL) CEAl 9 VT LTI

5th Floor,tt .1 egmaa, |l ale’

Tel:+960 3008811, Fax: +960 3008822
E-mail: salesf tropicaloceanholidays.com
X ebsite: www.tropicaloceanholidays.com

VEL ILLI | N TE AT | AL

I afi aivakaruge,! hanburuh I agu, |l alé
Tel: +960 3334630, Fax: +960 3334631
E-mail: infof vermillionmaldives.com

X ebsite: www.vermillionmaldives.com

VI YA ES1 ALl IVES

| arugis, Chaandhanee | agu, 1 ale’
Tel: +960 3323617, Fax:+960 3325336
E-mail: infof voyagesmaldives.com
X ebsite: www.voyagesmaldives.com

YACH T1 ALY IVEST VT LTI

. Crest, Finifenmaad oalhi, 1 ale’
Tel: +960 7784769, Fax: +960 3340594
E-mail: infof yachtmaldives.com,

X ebsite: www.yachtmaldives.com

1009 B.CEl T1 ALl IVESS VT LTI

3rd Floor, i .4 odukunnaaruge, Janawaree | agu
Tel: +960 330 1515, Fax: +960 3331877

E-mail: marketingd 100percentmaldives.com

X ebsite: www.100percentmaldives.com
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VACATI | 20 | EQ VT LTI

) round Floor,# . Sunrise Villa, I ale’
Tel: +960 3003888, Fax: +960 3336092
E-mail: infofl vzone.travel

A ebsite: www.vzone.travel

VISTACI 19 Al YA TELT

3rd FloorScowvilled Idg, Faamudheyri | agu, I ale’
Tel: +960 3320952, Fax: +960 3318035

E-mail: vista@ dhivehinet.netmv

X190 LI KR.AVELS

3rd Floor,# . Lhoheege, | ajeedhee | agu, | ale’
Tel: +960 3316516, Fax:+960 3316518

E-mail: worldlink@ dhivehinet.net.mv

M ebsite: www.worldlinktravel.com

YACH TTHUS.S T AN IVEST VT LTI

t . Vilaresd Idg, Finihiyaad oalhi, I ale’
Tel.: +960 3321331, Fax: +960 3310206
E-mail: infof yachttoursmaldives.com
X ebsite: www.yachttoursmaldives.com

S| SEAS |

1 .0 ulhazaaruge, Fareedhee | agu
Tel: +960 333 0788, Fax: +960 3330789
E-mail: adminf heavyload.com.mv
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ALSH B IYAT VT LTI

I a.d angufadigell thurubai, I ale’
Tel:+960 3002550

E-mail: sales) amphibiya.com.mv
X ebsite: www.amphibiya.com.mv

E-T¢1 R.AVEL

.ohracketweg A7, 7352g Schwabischi mund
Tel: +49 747 4870 9800, Fax: +49 47 4654 3490
E-mail: infof e-two.de

X ebsite: www.malediveninseen.de

1 YT IS RAVEL

U nit 503 88 Caoxit.oad | orth Shanghai, China
Tel: +86 215 489 2209
A ebsite: www.my-tour.com.cn

VI X3 VT LT

6th Floor,#f . Thuniyad Idg,4 oduthakurufaanul agu, 1 ale’
Tel: +960 3007975

E-mail: adming viluxurholidays.com

I 195.C1 El § B. SAFALIS Y ATS

19A 1 EZZA

2nd Floor,| cean Adventures,d avana, | ale’
Tel:+960 3325567, Fax:+960 3325567

E-mail: md.oceanadventuref gmail.com

YASA¥ ATl CESS

4th Floor, ! perad Idg, Chaandhanee | agu, | ale’
Tel: +960 3308786, Fax:+960 3300609

E-mail: salesf yasawaprincess.com.mv
www.yasawaprincess.com.mv

SEWNG S| Sl ERY LAY

4 eijing, China

Tel: +86 106 518 9966, Fax: +86 106 518 8950
E-mail: reservationsf sunshineholiday.net

1 BSYH L L AYS/SEAL | A

4.m.1404,| 0525 Jianguo (E).d, Shanghai, 2000253 ..
China

Tel:+86 216 387 4710

E-mail:merryholiday5250 yahoo.com.cn
X ebsite: www.merryholiday.com.cn

ARAISER )V LI AYSE TIUSS /1o K

41 701 Empresst laza, 17-19 Chatham<.oad South, TST
Kowloon,t ong Kong, Tel: +85 22 521 3633

E-mail: terencefl paradiseholidayhk.com

A ebsite: www.paradiseholidayhk.com

. LAIS ARD S TEJ AT | AL

. Finimaage Aage,d odufungandu | agu, 1 ale’
Tel: +960 3321837, Fax: +960 3321837

¢ E-mail: infof albatrostopboat.com
www.albatrostopboat.com






